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SUMMARY REPORT OF ACQUISITIORS FIBLD PRIP

ROBERT F. OGDEN
OCTOBER 9, 1957

The field trip of the Head of the Near East Section of the
Orientalia Diviasilon, Robert F. Ogden, begsn on January 31, 1957 end ended
on August 22, 1957. Ip thet time the following countries and political
entities were visited: Spain, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, BEgypt,
the Suden, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Behrain, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran,
Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Italy end France, twenty in all.

In spite of the almost exclusive use of the airplane, there was nob
enough time to include Jordan, or the centers of oriental study in Germany
as had been planned. Cyprus was omitted because of the acute political
troubles there. In addition, the amount of time gpent in the countries
from Iraq on was redically curtailed in an effort to cover the eantire
field of the Fear Rast Section. Within these political divisions, viaits
vere paid not only to the capitals but to citles important for sources

of publications or library centers, swounting to 33 pleces in all.

. However, it was necessary to omit important centers in Egypt, the Arablan
peninsula, Afghsnisten, Iran, Ireq, Syrie, Lebanon and Turkey. Of the
twenty countries visited, fourteen hed not been covered for nine years,
if at sll. Of the six visited six years sgo, Turksy, lsbanon, Syris,
Iraq, Iran and Egypt, all have suffered political change or have under-
gone such cultursl chenge thet a thorough going review of procurement
and publication production was found to be necessary.

The idea of the trip at the outset was to visit the entire
area covered by the Near East Section, ss far as political conditions -
would permit. Speeial attention was given Horth Africa and Afghenistan,
not vieited previously. Although the amount of time budgeted for the
countries of special interest was large, it was found necessary to increase
further the time spent in all of them. As a result of the knowledge geined
in North Afries, 1t was necesssry to lengthen the stay in Egypt and the
Sudan. An unusuel opportunity to vialt the Yemen further lengthened the
time spent in the Arebisn peninsula. As a result, after Iraq only the
bars necessities could be covered, govermmant publications, the comwercilsl
output currently appeering and tha state of the press. The neceasity of
covering the itinerary frow Iraq on during the swmmer or vacation months
mede it impossible to realise completely the projected aims for these
countries. However, the general aim of the trip was carrled out in ell
of the countries listed sbaove.
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' It wes impoasivle to prescribe the kind of trestment to be glven
any country before sctually vislting the country itself. In planaing the
itinerary, it ves presumsd that the countries visited previcusly would

require only & checking of the machinery of scguisitions set up on previous
vigits. After the experience with BEgypt, such & procedure could no longer

pe teken for granted. In Egypht, the effects of the new political align-

ments hed to be teken into conslderation for eveyy atep of the procedures

to be evolved. What sbarted out to be a checking over of existing procedures
in order to be certain that all sources were covered, turned out o be &
complete review of the procurement for the entire countyy, practically as

if no visit bed yreviously been made. One vas continually facing the
question, "Can the peraon sontracting to perform aome gervice he expected .

to be free to fulfill thet contract?” In the end it was necessary o

realign both exchange and purchasing procedures to cope with the now
gituation. For different reasons, something of the seme procedure s :
pecegsary in Iran, Irag, Syvia, Lebanop and Turkey. In Turkey it was expsctad
ghat some chenges would have to be made in the acquisition methods. However,
Just vefore the visit %0 Turkey, the Director of the Bationel Librery in
Ankers wvas changedl, a change which made 1t necessury to racast all of the
plans for revising acquisitions procedures for Torkey .

With countries visited for the first time by the writer, &
differant sort of problem was prosented, that of Pinding sources of pulica-
tions some of which hardly exipted one year Bago. It wvas aifficult not to
get the impression that soms of the officials responsible for miblications
in some of the new government felt that they had beam given an unlmportant
tagk. It seemed to be & geperal idem that there were many projects for a
new government more lmportent than sebting up @ program of publications
geored to the needs of & new pation such s thelrs, Under such circumatances
ascertaining just what agencies of the government of Morocceo ware the proper
gources of government publications was guite & research Jjob. For estomple,
the Ministry of Eduestion was certein that the Hatlonal or General Library
was the proper source, while the General Library felt that they were sending
everything necessary to 10 when they were not even providing the Qfficial
Gezette, Lthe most bamic document of the pevw state. It seeped that for &
short time during the early part of my stsy In Rebat, the capltel of Horoeco,
that every government office interviewsd provided a publicetion connacted
with some cperation of the new governmest. Under those eircumstances nothing
else could be done but to £ind the agencies or the officials, as few in
number as possible, who could comwspd eccess o this waze of publicatlons.
Bven when that solution wes reached there was no certainty that a new re-
organization would not shift souwrces of publication out of range of the key
controls set up previously. The best that could o done in Moroceo was o
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50‘& mminm vith the xxresent orgenizetional pun of the gmmen‘c as &
basis of keeping this control through the key sources. In two obhers of

the nevw countries, Tunis and Libya, thin problem was solved by the discovery
of & recently constituted Government ?reas, vhere the output eoum ba
tapped &b the sowree. , ,

‘ Coamareial publ:!.cations in those new countriss presented an
entirely different sort of problem. First of all, ‘were thore booksthores
or distributors of sufficient stending to cowmand the reéspect and co-
operation of authors, presses end the public elilke? In considering this
possibility, politieal effilistions hed to be serutinized. The deeision
made in all three of the new eountries of Horth Africp was that thers was
no dealer vho fulfilled thess reguirements apd cowld therelored serve the
Library of Congress in the cepecity of & blenket oxder degqler. But to reach
- this dscleion, smell purchases hed to be mads to test out the dealer. Tunis
_comes 88 near as any of the three to bhaving such & dealer.

Commerciel dsalers in the countvries already visited were for the
most port keepling wbreast of the changing times, except in Egypt where
. political econditions forced over-ecautious treatment of any business progres.
In all cases the opportunity of cheeking over with the dsaler & body of
publications indicsting what publiestions should be sant, achieved results
: ﬁim%wmmmcmmmwomw mz.ycmehmge
shitting from & priced exchange in Turkey to purchase m Im‘.a.nbul through

R “ R m.

. ‘Visits to Libreries and to collactors, sditors and authors proved
to be a most useful and nscessery pert of the fiseld trip. Beyond the mere
backetopping of the actusl oparation of purehase, coptaets with the libraries
and persomslities in the literary field vere most valugble in asseseing
publication trends. Although refgrence sholwes ia orientel lengunges and
in Islamle material presesited & certain samensss, there was enough varisty
to Juatify visits e librevies on that zcors alone. .

mbrari.ea were of three clmsses. (1) There were the patiomal or
genaral libraries usually @ part of & aystem heading up in & ecanbtral llbrary
in the ecapltal. In Morocco the cemtrel library wos eslled the Qemeral
Library end was supposed to be the haad of the whole system. The usuel
terminodogy for such central libraries was nstional library as wes the case
in Algeris, Tunisis, Egypt, Irven, Isbanon end Turkey. Branches of such
libreries in the provincial cities ss in Isfahan and Shiraz cften proved to
be very important centers of infarmation on any book profuction snd eol-
lections in that vieimity. (2) muvemity libraries in mm vhere the
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universities wera not recently established had been of great assistance on
the former trip. Visits to the univeraities seen previously in Cedro,
Baghdad, Avkera and Damascus and to the Americen wniversities in the aros,

" at Beirut, Cairo, and Istanbul demonstrated that it is to these libraries
that we must look for progress in lihwary science and for better tools

guch as nationsl bibliographies. Upon some of the univeraities in the
never countries, Moroceo, Libya, the Suian and Afghenistan will certainly
davolve the responsibility of initiating eny sdvances in libravy selence
thet can be expected in the near future. (3) Libraries in religlous
institutions thet charitable gifts flow making possible the purchmse of |
additional treasures. In recent years some of the funds have been expended.
on improving service facilitles. 14 seience spd services. Microfilming
fecilities were generally available ub area, represonting o
greet advance over six years ago. It is usually necesgary to cbtain the
alcrofiin through soms egency or office in the capltal eity, but there was
agmomlknwledgeofthevalmotni@oﬂhingwﬁuuiumato .
cooperste in mierofilming projects. All of the centers have this service
axeept Kobul and the Arabien peninsule, where oaly private commeréial

- faeilities ave availshle. , ’

memmammmmmmmimormumwmm
bibliographies. Turkey hes resumed the printing of its Turkiye Bibvliografyasi.
In Egypt the American University wes keeping alive the project proposed '«
several years ago, but the position of the govermment, without vhoge . ¢o- :
operation it would be impossible to proceed, was not cleer. :

4 In Irsn there was & plan to issue @ bibliography of works in
English similer to that produced for French language saterials. The produc-
tion of & national bidliogrephy will have to walt until the confused
relationships between the libraries of government egencles.and the libraries
of the wniversity faculties can bie cloared up. '

The idea of esteblishing union catalogs of the holdings in
population eenters where there were several libraries or agencias using
 1libraries, or for entire coumtries aroused much more interest then on the
previous visit. The fact that such catelogs would be of great value in
produsing nationsl bibliographies ves recognized and contributed to the
favorable reception of the idea. '

Gendral eonclusions. Certein general conclusions can be drawn which apply

%o the entire trip in addition to the specific recommendations included in

the detailed reports submitted for esch country. These eonclusions are besad
on the expariemce of field trips and the seven yesrs experisnce in the ‘
Sectiori. (1) Field trips ere vital to maintensnce of the working relation-
ships betwesn the Seotion and the exea it serves. Mot only ia acquiring

Approved FoP-Rele 0@ 0080E/26L CIALRDM8Y-80069A000100160039-9



Approved Fof Keltwee 00/585% cYaZrifPs¥-80959A000100160039-9
S .

publications does this importence sppesr, but in meintaining fresh contacts
with the situations and personslities in all parts of the area. Maintaining
such & relationship points to field trips of two kinds: (a) Survey trips
covering the antire field or as much of it as possidle but with briefer
stops in esch country, except vhere very importent local problesms exiat.
(v) Specific trips of shorter duration to ome or two countries or & special
part of the area in order to deel with apecific problams or situations. v
The 1957 trip was & combination of both kinds, that in 1951 was more of the
first kind. The operation of the Sections in the Division of Orientalis
makes 1t difficudt for the Heads of the Sections to be awy for long pariods
of time; henee, the suggestion for shorter trips to take eare of specific
Jroblems. If, however, field trips can only be mede every five or six years,
they mst of necessity be survey trips, aince & survey should be made at
least that frequently. Absence of bibliographiesl aids, pationn)l end other.
vise, on the field end changing politicsl end econcmic conditions in the
amarmthemedotamwymthmmiinatenwrwiod.

(2) A sscond conclusion is that the Near East Saction should have additionsl
personnel to serve this important and strategic ares. This need becomes
more evident vhen the work of the Section is viewed from the field. lagitimate
requests for services end background information wvarrented by eonditions in
the aree cemiot now be fulfilled. Specialized duties incident to the proper
growth of the collections heve not in the pest been adequately performsd
bacause of the lov level of competence avellsble for these duties. . Eagh

of the twenty cdd ecountries and political entities in the ares has official
publications which should be procured and serviced. In addition to the -
three major langusges, Arabie, Turkish end Peraian, there are at lesat ten
other languages sand dialects which must receive special attention from -
employees vith proper compatencs in that languege and area.. The Section does
not have emough pergsons nor the job level negessary to attrast and hold
peracunal of such compstence. ' ‘ :

The prass of the area 1s not statiomary. Chenges in the press
require constent review and attention, if the Seetion is expected to keep its
files of newspapera up to date. Files established five years ago should be -
revised, differant pepers substituted and gape £illed. Such & gservice haa
not been possible with the competence which we now ccumand with frequent
changes in the few positions we have. The menner in vhich the new employees
of the Section in the ebsence of the Heed of the Section carried on desexrves
the highest commendstion, but the Ssction canmot keep sush competence at
present job levels. (3) The third comelusion is that the countries of the
wealooktowrormshipandtechnimmm They would like IC to take
the lesdership with projects couparable with the microfilming project at
St. Catherine’s monsstery on M. Sinai. There vere many questions as to
vhy IC had pot produced mrinted cards for the Arebie Jangusge collsction and
eatalogs for tha manuseripts in oriental langusges. Librarians and especially
those engaged in training librariens would like guides to the. eataloging of
orientsl books and the servicing of oriemtel collections. It would greatly
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facllitets the asguisition of umbterinl fram this swea if sush sssictonce

gould we givem in exchanps for publications. These eountrics thzough thuly
Aibraries look o L0 for leadership in the hind and quality of biblicgrephien)
rids needed for the evesn. The produstion of pationnl, pibliographies so .
leng ngeded fn this sres cowdd be msterielly alded if IQ theough its '

Hoar East Section hod the rescurses to emtepd i%s iuterest end sivies %o

those faeing the bHibliogoaphica), peobioms in the Pield. :
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